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MENTAL HEALTH — STEP-UP, STEP-DOWN FACILITY — KARRATHA 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [6.19 pm]: I rise 
this evening to make a couple of comments and put on the record my position in support of Mental Health Week 
and my long-held support for mental health facilities and services within regional Western Australia, in particular 
in my electorate of the Mining and Pastoral Region, as well as across the nation. I have spoken on many occasions 
about my support for mental health services and facilities, and I have been a long-time advocate for mental health 
services. That is why I was very, very surprised to hear comments today from the Minister for Mental Health that 
I in fact do not support mental health facilities. I was pretty unhappy about that, to be honest. 
I want to put on the record the specific incident he was talking about. The Minister for Mental Health indicated 
that I do not support the step-up, step-down facility in Karratha because I agreed to attend a community meeting 
held by the Save Gregory Way association in Karratha. I agreed to meet with this group. For members who are not 
familiar with this issue, the step-up, step-down facility that is proposed to be built in Karratha is exceptionally 
needed and has been well planned, but there has been conjecture around the placement of that facility. Rightly, as 
the local member, I have been listening to the concerns of residents. This is the second location that the community 
of Karratha has considered. The first location was in Millars Well. The member for Pilbara, Kevin Michel, did 
exactly what I did—he listened to the concerns of the people who lived in Millars Well, because they did not want 
the mental health facility in their street. For people who are not aware of what a step-up, step-down mental health 
facility is, it is a residentially based facility to support people in the community to be connected to their family and 
friends for short stays; it is not designed for people who need the next higher level of support in a hospital. The 
member for Pilbara got involved in the argument about the original location of the facility in Millars Well. The 
people who live in Millars Well did not want the step-up, step-down facility there because they were concerned 
about the location being too close to a retail precinct and a primary school. The government said it would move 
the facility to Gregory Way, to a location that is 200 metres from a retail precinct and about the same distance to 
a primary school. The residents of Gregory Way have every right to approach local members and raise issues of 
concern that were previously heard and listened to by this government. 
The Minister for Mental Health today suggested that because I was going to attend that meeting on 18 September—
which was cancelled, by the way—it means I do not support the facility. That could not be further from the truth. 
In fact, when I came back from Karratha after that meeting was cancelled, I then had a phone hook-up with the 
Save Gregory Way group to listen to its concerns. I had previously done media in the north west in which I said 
that I felt there was a lack of understanding about what the facility was and what support it would bring to people 
in Karratha who needed it, and that I absolutely supported the facility 100 per cent. I have never questioned the 
need to have that facility. In fact, the decision around making that facility available to Karratha was made when 
we were in government. I have never objected to that facility. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Member, you did make the promise in government but you didn’t deliver on it. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Jacqui Boydell is making her statement. I want to hear it. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Because the member has just returned to the chamber, I will not respond, but that was 
not actually what I was talking about. 
I then wrote to the minister, Hon Roger Cook, on 5 October to express to him my support for the step-up, step-down 
mental health facility. I can table that letter if members would like me to. I told him in the letter — 

There has been considerable community contention surrounding this much-needed and important facility, 
which has already led to a location change and considerable delays. 

That delay in getting the facility built is not good for the people who need it. That is why I wrote to the minister. 
I wrote to ask him a number of questions about how I, as the local member, could provide some support to the 
community of Karratha to understand time lines of the build of the facility or with education, engagement and 
consultation, and I basically asked what the government intended to do to try to allay some of the concerns that 
residents had. I wrote to the minister a week ago. Today, the minister has seen fit to suggest, through a Facebook 
post, that because I was going to attend a community meeting, I do not support the facility. If the minister is 
listening, I do not appreciate that. Maybe the Leader of the House or one of the ministers of this house might relay 
that message. I would ask him to apologise, because I have long been an advocate for mental health facilities. My 
intent on working on this issue has been very clear from the outset. I have been very clear with the Save Gregory 
Way association by saying, “Look, I support the facility. I hear your concerns. Here are some suggested ways we 
can try to address some of the issues that you have raised.” It is completely out of line for the minister to suggest 
that what I have done suggests that I do not support the facility. If he wants to draw comparisons, it was the minister 
and his government, and the member for Pilbara, Kevin Michel, who got the facility moved in the first place from 
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Millars Well, which has now delayed the facility. Indeed, the member for Pilbara tabled a petition from those 
people in Millars Well opposing the facility being built there. 
I am quite confused about the actions of the Minister for Mental Health. I am happy to meet with him any time to 
further a conversation on how we can have this facility built in Karratha, because that is my intent. If he had read 
the letter I sent him on 5 October, he would have known that that was my intent. Instead of using my very genuine 
efforts in Karratha as some political football today in commentary on this issue, he actually would have been aware 
of that. I ask him to do that. I ask him to respond to my letter. We can then move forward on the facility. 
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